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this year, the University of nova Gorica (the UnG) celebrates its 25th an-
niversary. Given that i had participated in the founding of the University 
and in the initial period of its operation, i was kindly invited to write a few 
words. I was happy to accept the invitation because I firmly believe that 
the UNG establishment has significantly marked the development of our 
higher education and science - but not as significantly as it could have if 
we were all aware of it. 

It all commenced at the Jožef Stefan Institute (IJS), where the idea of a 
new higher education and research institution, which we felt was neces-
sary for two reasons, first occurred. The first reason was that many highly 

qualified IJS scientists did not have access to education work and therefore no opportunity to pass 
on their knowledge to the younger generations. the second reason was that we felt our higher ed-
ucation needed to be renewed and opened and to have its links with the world enhanced. We be-
lieved that a new university of the highest possible quality, open to the world, could make a major 
contribution to the development and renewal of our higher education.

However, we have failed to encounter general support. We might say that we have encountered 
general resistance and widespread misunderstanding. it soon became clear that there was no possi-
bility for the creation of a new, different state university. Therefore, the beginning of the UNG, dating 
back to 1995, is marked with the establishment of the school of environmental sciences as a private 
institution, which later evolved into a university with new schools. the UnG is considered a private 
university with regard to its status; however, it does not involve true privacy, as the UnG does not 
have a private owner who would make profit and subordinate the quality of study and care for stu-
dents in this respect; throughout the history, the UnG founders were important slovenian public 
research institutes (Jožef Stefan Institute, Scientific Research Center of the Slovenian Academy of 
sciences and arts) and important local communities in northern Primorska (Municipality of nova 
Gorica, Municipality of Ajdovščina). 

in light of this relatively successful development, we might well ask ourselves whether the UnG has 
managed to achieve the objectives of its foundation. are scientists from institutes, the iJs and others 
more involved in the education process at universities today? i don’t think they are. Has the estab-
lishment of the UNG, a new school with a new, different functioning method, changed the already 
existing higher education institutions? once again, i believe that the answer is no. our higher edu-
cation is still focused more on quantity than quality and thus still differs from that in the developed 
world. Although at the commencement, the tasks were not fully fulfilled, it is clear that with constant 
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quality assurance and avoidance of massiveness, the UnG has become a small yet high-quality uni-
versity, i could say “elite”, however i will avoid using this word as “chez nous” it is considered to have 
a negative connotation. furthermore, the assessment of europe’s university-based research, con-
ducted and published by the eU, ranks the UnG at the top of european universities. it is remarkable 
that we have managed to create a university that is comparable to oxford, cambridge, Zurich and 
Lausanne in terms of quality, but of course not in size. 

nevertheless, this achievement has failed to arose enthusiasm and interest in our environment. stu-
dents continue to enrol en masse at faculties at universities in cities with developed student life, and 
the state funding follows this trend. i guess the state will have to seriously consider the development 
of our higher education; moreover, the UnG will also have to seriously consider its future develop-
ment under these circumstances and perhaps place greater emphasis on scientific and research 
work, as this is where its strength and advantage lie. this does not mean, however, that the UnG will 
have to focus even more on postgraduate, doctoral studies and quality research work.

in my opinion, the UnG is a story of success. in 25 years, a small, internationally renowned univer-
sity has emerged out of nothing. Hard work and interconnectedness have enabled the University 
to break down the concrete wall built by our society and the state in order to defend them against 
innovations and progress.
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The School of Environmental Sciences, the first international postgraduate school in Slovenia, was 
the predecessor of the University of nova Gorica. the school was founded on 24 september 1995 
with the consent of the council for Higher education of the republic of slovenia of 12 July 1995. it 
started operating in the 1995/96 academic year. the school was founded by the Municipality of nova 
Gorica and the Jožef Stefan Institute in Ljubljana.

Črtomir Špacapan (left) in 
Prof. dr. danilo Zavrtanik (right).

delo newspaper, 25 september 1995.
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·  on 24 september, the agreement establishing 
the School of Environmental Science (the 
predecessor of Polytechnic and the University of 
nova Gorica) was concluded at Kromberk castle 
near nova Gorica. the founders were represented 
by the Mayor of the Municipality of nova Gorica, 
Črtomir Špacapan, and the Director of the Jožef 
stefan institute, danilo Zavrtanik.

·  the establishment of the Laboratory for 
Environmental Research.

1995
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1996
·  the establishment of the Laboratory for 

Astroparticle Physics.

1998
·  the school of environmental sciences is 

transformed into the Nova Gorica Polytehnic.
·  the establishment of the School of 

Environmental Sciences.
·  the establishment of the School of 

Engineering and Managment.
·  the establishment of the Nova Gorica 

Polytechnic Library.
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1999
·  the promotion of the first Doctor of Science 

and award of the first Master’s degree of 
nova Gorica Polytechnic.

·  nova Gorica Polytechnic became a co-founder 
of Primorska Technology Park.

·  the establishment of the Laboratory of 
Organic Matter Physics.

·  the establishment of the School of Applied 
Sciences.

The first Master’s degree of Nova Gorica 
Polytechnic, Helena vodopivec.

The first Doctor of Science of Nova Gorica 
Polytechnic, Dr. Branko Kontić.
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2000

The first doctor honoris causa of the University 
of nova Gorica, Prof. dr. James W. cronin.

the entry of doctor honoris causa into the 
Book of Guests-of-Honour of the University of 
nova Gorica.

2001
·  The award of the first title of doctor honoris causa 

to nobel laureate Prof. Dr. James W. Cronin.

·  the establishment of 
the Edvard Rusjan 

Foundation.
·  the establishment of 

the Laboratory for 
Multiphase Processes.

·  the establishment of the 
Publishing House.

ceremony upon the establishment of the edvard rusjan foundation.
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2003
·  the establishment of the School 

of Humanities.
·  on 22 december, the Scientific 

Research Center of the 
Slovenian Academy of Sciences 
and Arts (the SAZU) and the 
Municipality of Ajdovščina join 
the founders, the Jožef Stefan 
institute and the Municipality of 
nova Gorica, with the conclusion 
of an agreement.

2004
·  the establishment 

of the Centre 
for Atmospheric 
Research.

the inauguration celebration 
of the otlica observatory. 

2005
·  the senate of the nova Gorica Polytechnic 

adopts a decision on the transformation 
of the Nova Gorica Polytechnic into the 
University of Nova Gorica. 

·  the inauguration of the Otlica 
Observatory.

·  the establishment of the Research Center 
for Humanities.
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Primorske novice newspaper, 20 Marec 2006.

2006
·  on 17 March, the council for Higher education of the republic of slovenia 

confirmed the application of the Nova Gorica Polytechnic for the change of 
status into a university, thus enabling the creation of the fourth Slovenian 
university - the University of Nova Gorica.

·  the establishment of the School for Viticulture and Enology.
·  the establishment of the Graduate School.
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2007
·  the establishment of the Centre 

for System and Information 
Technologies.

2008
·  the establishment of the Wine 

Research Centre.
·  the nova Gorica Polytechnic 

Library is transformed into 
the University Library of the 
University of Nova Gorica.

2009
·  the establishment of the 

School of Arts.
·  the establishment of 

the Materials Research 
Laboratory.

2012
·  the establishment 

of the Laboratory of 
Qunantum Optics.

·  the establishment 
of the Center for 
Biomedical Sciences 
and Engineering.
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the 100th doctor of science is tingyao He.

2013
·  Promotion of the 100th Doctor of Science. 2014

·  the establishment of the 
UNESCO headquarters called 

the Karsology Study Center. 
·  the establishment of the 

Centre for Cognitive Science 
of Language.

·  the award of 1000th diploma 
at the end of studies.

·  the edward rusjan foundation 
is renamed as the University 
of Nova Gorica Foundation.

Press conference on the establishment 
of the Unesco headquarters. 

the awardee of the 1000th diploma is tine 
orel. 
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2015
·  the University of nova Gorica is awarded the 

Order of Merit of the Republic of Slovenia.
·  the SAZU Scientific Research Center 

withdraws as a co-founder of the University 
of Nova Gorica.

·  the school of applied sciences is renamed as 
the School of Science.

rector of the University of nova Gorica  
Prof. Dr. Danilo Zavrtanik (left) and 
president of the republic of slovenia  
Borut Pahor (right). 

delo newspaper, 16 october 2015.
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2019
·  the Municipality of Ajdovščina withdraws 

as a co-founder of the University of Nova 
Gorica.

·  the opening of the University of Nova 
Gorica Gallery.

the opening of the University of nova Gorica 
Gallery’s first exhibition. 

2017
·  the Laboratory for astroparticle Physics is renamed 

as the Center for Astrophysics and Cosmology.
·  the centre for system and information technologies 

is renamed as the Centre for Information 
Technologies and Applied Mathematics.

·  the Laboratory for environmental research is 
renamed as the Laboratory for Environmental and 
Life Sciences.
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t H e  P r e s e n t  o r G a n i s a t i o n a L 
s t r U c t U r e  o f  t H e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
n o v a  G o r i c a

School of Engineering and Management

School of Humanities

School of Science

School of Environmental Sciences

School for Viticulture and Enology

School of Arts

Student Council Senate Int. Advisory
CouncilGoverning Board

Vice-rector
for Education Rector Vice-rector for

Research and Arts

Graduate School

Materials Research Laboratory

Laboratory for Environmental and Life Sciences

Laboratory of Organic Matter Physics

Laboratory for Quantum Optics

Centre for Astrophysic and Cosmology

Centre for Atmospheric Research

Centre for Information Tehnologies and
Applied Mathematics

Research Centre for Humanities

Wine Research Centre

Administration University library Publisher

Primorska
Tehnology Park

University of Nova Gorica 
Foundation

Support

Education Research

Centre for Cognitive Science of Language

the present organisational structure of the University of nova Gorica18
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Provost of the School of Environmental Sciences
1995–1998
Prof. Dr. Boštjan Žekš

Provost of Nova Gorica Polytechnic
1998–2006
Prof. Dr. Boštjan Žekš

Provost of the University of Nova Gorica
2006–2008
Prof. Dr. Boštjan Žekš

President of the School of Environmental Sciences
1995–1998
Prof. Dr. Danilo Zavrtanik

President of the Nova Gorica Polytechnic
1998–2006
Prof. Dr. Danilo Zavrtanik

President of the University of Nova Gorica
2006–2010
Prof. Dr. Danilo Zavrtanik

Rector of the University of Nova Gorica
2010–
Prof. Dr. Danilo Zavrtanik

Vice-rector for education
2010–
Prof. Dr. Mladen Franko

Vice-rector for research and arts
2010–
Prof. dr. Gvido Bratina
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Title of Doctores Honoris Causa 

2000 – Prof. dr. James W. cronin 
nobel Prize laureate in Physics
At its meeting on 25 May 2000, the Senate of the Nova Gorica Polytechnic decided that Prof. Dr. James W. 
Cronin is to be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris causa, 
in recognition of his key contribution to justifying the violations of fundamental symmetry principles in the 
decay of neutral K-mesons and for outstanding achievements in high energy cosmic ray physics. 

2002 – Prof. dr. Paul J. crutzen 
nobel Prize laureate in chemistry
At its meeting on 9 April 2002, the Senate of the Nova Gorica Polytechnic decided that Prof. Dr. Paul J. 
Crutzen is to be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris 
causa, in recognition of his pioneer work in the research of the formation and degradation of ozone in 
the atmosphere and the development of the theory of heterogeneous reactions on the surface of solid 
particles in polar stratospheric clouds, thereby making a significant contribution to the understanding 
of the ozone depletion and solving global ecological problems.

2004 – Joseph f. sutter 
the manager of the design team for the Boeing 747
At its meeting on 13 April 2004, the Senate of the Nova Gorica Polytechnic decided that Joseph F. Sutter is to 
be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris causa, in recognition 
of outstanding achievements in the global development of aviation, aeronautics and space travel.

2004 – Prof. romano Prodi 
President of the european commission
At its meeting on 17 June 2004, the Senate of the Nova Gorica Polytechnic decided that Prof. Romano 
Prodi is to be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris 
causa, in recognition of outstanding achievements in the development and enlargement of the 
European Union and the progress in science and higher education in Europe.

2006 – dr. christer fuglesang 
the astronaut of the sts-116 mission aboard space shuttle discovery
At its meeting on 22 November 2006, the Senate of the University of Nova Gorica decided that Dr. Christer 
Fuglesang is to be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris 
causa, in recognition of his outstanding achievements in science, space travel and living in space. 

H o n o r a r y  t i t L e s  a n d  r e c o G n i t i o n s 
o f  t H e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  n o v a  G o r i c a 
1 9 9 5 – 2 0 1 9
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2008 – akad. Prof. dr. vinko v. dolenc 
internationally renowned neurosurgeon
At its meeting on 16 July 2008, the Senate of the University of Nova Gorica decided that Akad. Prof. Dr. 
Vinko V. Dolenc is to be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor 
honoris causa, in recognition of his outstanding scientific and professional achievements in the field of 
neurosurgery development in Slovenia and abroad.

2009 – Prof. dr. satya n. atluri 
distinguished and world-renowned scientist for computer modelling in engineering and science
At its meeting on 16 September 2009, the Senate of the University of Nova Gorica decided that Prof. Dr. 
Satya N. Atluri is to be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris 
causa, in recognition of his outstanding achievements in the development of computer mechanics.

2010 – Prof. dr. Michael Grätzel 
one of the ten most cited chemists in the world; the 2010 Millennium technology Prize laureate
At its meeting on 18 May 2010, the Senate of the University of Nova Gorica decided that Prof. Dr. Michael 
Grätzel is to be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris 
causa, in recognition of his outstanding achievements in the field of modern solar energy capture 
materials and systems.

2011 – Dr. Evgen Bavčar 
Photographer, essayist, philosopher and publicist
At its meeting on 6 July 2011, the Senate of the University of Nova Gorica decided that Dr. Evgen Bavčar 
is to be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris causa, in 
recognition of outstanding artistic achievement in the field of photography.

2013 – Prof. dr. dirk Hoerder 
World renowned migration historian and the 2003 sharlin Prize of the social science History 
association laureate
At its meeting on 11 July 2013, the Senate of the University of Nova Gorica decided that Prof. Dr. Dirk 
Hoerder is to be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris 
causa, in recognition of his outstanding scientific achievements in the field of the history of migration.

2014 – Prof. dr. Peter Jenni 
directly involved in the experimental work leading to the discoveries of the Higgs boson
At its meeting on 9 July 2014, the Senate of the University of Nova Gorica decided that Prof. Dr. Peter Jenni 
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is to be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris causa, in 
recognition of his outstanding scientific achievements in the field of experimental particle physics.

2015 – Mister Miki Muster
one of the best authors of picture books, comic books and animation movies. Miki Muster is deemed 
to be the pioneer of comic books in slovenia. 
At its meeting on 13 May 2015, the Senate of the University of Nova Gorica decided that Miki Muster is to 
be awarded the title of an honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris causa, for 
his artistic creation that has enriched the world’s art with outstanding achievements. 

2015 – Prof. dr. Gerald P. schatten 
World-renowned scientist in the fields of artificial reproduction, regenerative medicine and stem cells 
At its meeting on 13 May 2015, the Senate of the University of Nova Gorica decided that Prof. Dr. Gerald 
P. Schatten is to be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris 
causa, in recognition of his outstanding scientific and professional achievements in developmental 
and regenerative medicine. 

2017 – Prof. Dr. Igor D. Gregorič 
World-renowned heart surgeon of slovenian origin
At its meeting on 15 March 2017, the Senate of the University of Nova Gorica decided that Prof. Dr. 
Igor D. Gregorič is to be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor 
honoris causa, in recognition of his outstanding scientific and professional achievements in the field 
of cardiology.

2018 – Prof. Rajko Grlić  
One of the world most renowned film directors from the territory of former Yugoslavia
At its meeting on 17 May 2018, the Senate of the University of Nova Gorica decided that Prof. Rajko Grlić is to 
be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris causa, in recognition 
of his outstanding achievements in the field of film and for the enrichment of the world art treasure trove.

2019 – Prof. Giacinto scoles
World-renowned expert in molecular spectroscopic methods and biomedicine
At its meeting on 15 May 2019, the Senate of the University of Nova Gorica decided that Prof. Giacinto 
Scoles is to be awarded the title of honorary doctor of the University of Nova Gorica, doctor honoris 
causa, in recognition of his outstanding scientific and professional achievements in the field of time-
dependent spectroscopy and nanosciences.
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Title of Honorary Member
2008 – dr. Murat Boratav
2010 – Prof. dr. neil Mcn. alford
2011 – Prof. alfonso franciosi
2012 – Prof. Dr. Dane Bićanić
2013 – dr. suzan van dijk
2014 – dr. vincenzo Palermo
2015 – Prof. dr. Urška vrhovšek, 

 Prof. dr. chieu d. tran
2016 – Prof. dr. William e. eichinger
2017 – Prof. dr. Paolo samorí
2018 – Doc. Dr. Julij Nemanič
2019 – Prof. dr. Lawrence Banks

Title of Professor Emeritus
2005 – Prof. Dr. Stojan Plesničar,

Prof. dr. sidney a. Katz
2007 – Prof. Dr. Janez Štupar
2008 – Prof. dr. franc Bizjak
2009 – akad. Prof. dr. andrej Kranjc
2010 – Prof. antonino abrami
2012 – Prof. dr. corrado sarzanini
2015 – Prof. dr. stane Granda
2016 – Prof. Dr. Stanko Strmičnik
2017 – Prof. Dr. Boštjan Žekš
2018 – Prof. dr. Jukka Jokilehto
2019 – Prof. Dr. Xavier Greffe

Recognition of Golden plate 
2005 – Črtomir Špacapan
2007 – Boris Peric
2008 – Prof. dr. Giorgio Margaritondo
2009 – Prof. dr. Bogdan Glumac
2010 – Prof. dr. francisco ernesto Baralle
2011 – Members of the first senate of the 

school of environmental sciences – 
the predecessor of the University of 
nova Gorica. the members of the first 
senate were: Prof. dr. franc Bizjak,  
Prof. Dr. Andrej Čokl, Prof. Dr. Ana 
Gregorčič, Prof. Dr. Franc Gubenšek, 
Prof. dr. nikola Kallay, Prof. dr. Burton 
C. Kross, Prof. Dr. Ivan Marušič,  
Prof. dr. Peter stegnar, Prof. dr. Janez 
Štupar and Prof. Dr. Boštjan Žekš.

2013 – Mag. ivan Princes, 
Prof. dr. tanja dominko

2015 – Prof. Dr. Boštjan Žekš
2016 – Prof. Dr. Matjaž Klemenc
2017 – Mag. Mitja Jermol
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Alumnus Primus Award

School of Environmental Sciences
2007 – Katjuša Reja Mozetič
2008 – Marko Kete
2009 – Lilijana Piščenc
2010 – Kristina obu
2011 – Anja Soklič, Simona Jerenec
2012 – Maja cerar
2013 – rok vidic 
2014 – Nina Nemec, Neža Orel
2015 – tjaša Kolar
2016 – Sandra Dukić
2018 – Tanja Batkovič

School of Engineering and Management
2007 – Dejan Trojer Smrečnik
2008 – Petra Madon, Bojan Korečič,

drago Papler
2009 – Matej Štokelj
2010 – Lucija Vidrih, Jelena Andrlič, 

Marko Ostojić
2011 – Jana Gregorič, Robert Čebron, 

tadej Kodelja
2012 – Lea Manfreda
2013 – Joško Zamar
2014 – tanja abram, sara vodopivec, 

Tomaž Colja, Lea Manfreda
2015 – Gašper Puš
2016 – Mariam Perekhelashvili
2017 – Gašper Čefarin
2018 – eva Battistel, Peter ferfoglia

School of Humanities
2008 – Mojca vah
2009 – Kristina Ivšič, Urša Papler
2010 – Mateja Košir, Manca Erzetič, 

ines vidmar
2011 – Nikola Babić, Hedeja Mikuž
2012 – Megi Rožič, Urša Erjavec, 

Laura Brataševec
2013 – Tina Šuligoj, Jure Gregorčič
2014 – daniela stekar
2015 – Manca Mušič
2016 – Lara Brankovič
2017 – Manca Koren

School for Viticulture and Enology
2009 – Nika Gregorič
2010 – Borut Trbižan
2012 – Valter Bembič, Manca Gabrijelčič
2013 – Sašo Gabršček
2014 – tereza Jakin
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School of Science
2010 – Jurij Urbančič
2011 – Gašper Kukec Mezek
2012 – Jurij Urbančič, Blaž Winkler
2013 – Aleš Bogovič
2014 – Miha Gunde, Gašper Kukec Mezek, 

Blaž Winkler
2015 – Matija stupar
2016 – Gregor Mrak, Hovhannes demirtshyan

School of Arts
2010 – Polona Zupan, Urška Djukić
2012 – Alenka Černe
2013 – anja Perše
2014 – Urška Djukić
2015 – roberta Battiston
2016 – Ester Ivakič
2018 – Taja Košir Popovič
2019 – Josipa Škrapić



Honorary Titles and Recognitions of the University of Nova Gorica 26

Alumnus Optimus Award

School of Environmental Sciences
2007 – Katjuša Reja Mozetič
2008 – Robert Mozetič, Nastja Tomšič
2009 – Lilijana Piščanec
2010 – ivana Kacafura
2011 – Erika Jež, Anja Soklič
2012 – anja Kucler
2013 – Alja Markelj, Jelena Topić, Rok Vidic
2014 – Neža Orel, Tina Ravnikar
2015 – Lara Valentić, Rok Oblak
2016 – tine Bizjak
2017 – Jacopo segato
2018 – Teja Cankar, Neža Orel
2019 – Gaja Tomsič

School of Engineering and Management
2007 – Kristina Kosič
2008 – Bojan Korečič, Petra Madon
2009 – aleksander Boškin, Marijan Kerševan, 

Matej Štokelj
2010 – Martin Krečič, Nina Duša, Lucija Vidrih
2011 – Darijo Faganelj, Iztok Kodrič, 

Uroš Kobal, Silvester Jeršič
2012 – Marko Lazar, Blaž Ukmar
2013 – Lucija vidrih
2014 – tanja abram, Lea Manfreda
2015 – Martin Bizjak
2016 – Johannes Vuga Gregorič
2017 – Maja tišma, ikram Muhammad
2018 – Peter Ferfoglia, Jure Krečič
2019 – andrea torroni
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School of Humanities
2008 – Mojca vah
2009 – Kristina Ivšič, Urša Papler
2010 – Mateja Košir, Helena Plahuta, Megi 
Rožič, Irena Troha Jejčič
2011 – Petra Mišmaš, daniela stekar, 

Hedeja Mikuž
2012 – Megi Rožič, Petra Kavčič, Jana Murovec, 

Igor Ivašković
2013 – Daša Medvešček, Tina Šuligoj, Božica 
Špolad Žuber, Mateja Kregar Gliha
2014 – calum James riach, Jani toplak
2015 – Manca Mušič, Laura Brataševec, 

eva Poplašen
2016 – Vesna Plesničar
2017 – Ana Cukjati, Jani Rijavec, Tina Šuligoj
2018 – Tjaša Petrič
2018 – Zala Zbičajnik, Nik Obid, Nika Kravos, 

ana cukjati

School for Viticulture and Enology
2009 – Nika Gregorič
2010 – Borut Trbižan
2012 – Manca Gabrijelčič
2014 – Jan tronkar
2017 – natalia Mikhaylina
2018 – vanesa Klinec

School of Science
2010 – Jurij Urbančič
2011 – Gašper Kukec Mezek 
2012 – Blaž Winkler, Jurij Urbančič
2013 – Aleš Bogovič
2014 – Miha Gunda, Gašper Kukec Mezek 
2015 – Anže Peternel, Matija Stupar
2016 – Hovhannes demirtshyan 
2017 – Aleš Bogovič 
2018 – Luka novinec
2019 – nada ihanec

School of Arts
2010 – Polona Zupan
2011 – Mateja Lukežič
2013 – valerija Zabret 
2014 – Gaja Kutnjak, Urška Djukić 
2015 – Roberta Battiston, Lavoslava Benčić
2016 – nika Lemut, valerija Zabret
2018 – neva Kumelj, Helene thümmel
2019 – Josipa Škrapić, Mery Gobec
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 1996
·  Prof. Dr. Iztok Arčon 

Jozef stefan Golden emblem Prize
·  Prof. Dr. Danilo Zavrtanik 

ambassador of science of the republic of 
slovenia

 1998
·  Prof. Dr. Matjaž Valant 

Jozef stefan Golden emblem Prize

 2004
·  Prof. Dr. Danilo Zavrtanik and Prof. Dr. 

Marko Mikuž from the Jožef Stefan Institute, 
Ljubljana 
Zois Prize for outstanding achievements in 
scientific research work

·  Prof. Dr. Mladen Franko 
Zois award for outstanding achievements in 
scientific research work

 2005
·  Prof. Dr. Danilo Zavrtanik 

decoration of the President of the republic of 
slovenia, order of Merits

 2006
·  Prof. Dr. Božidar Šarler 

Puh award for outstanding achievements in 
the field of developmental activities

·  Prof. Dr. Iztok Arčon 
Zois award for outstanding achievements in 
scientific research work

·  Prof. dr. Urška Lavrenčič Štangar 
Zois award for outstanding achievements in 
scientific research work

 2008
·  Prof. Dr. Polonca Trebše 

Zois award for outstanding achievements in 
scientific research work

·  Dr. Urh Černigoj 
Jozef stefan Golden emblem Prize

 2009 
·  Prof. Dr. Irena Avsenik Nabergoj 

Zois award for outstanding achievements in 
scientific research work

·  Prof. Dr. Gregor Veble 
Puh award for outstanding achievements in 
the field of developmental activities

·  Miha Založnik
 Jozef stefan Golden emblem Prize
·  Prof. Dr. Oto Luthar 

austrian decoration for science and art
·  Prof. Dr. Jure Piškur 

Miroslav Zeia award for outstanding 
achievements in research 

awards to the associates of the University of nova Gorica
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 2012
·  Prof. Dr. Jure Piškur 

awarded ambassador of science of the 
republic of slovenia

·  Prof. Dr. Matjaž Valant 
Zois Prize for excellent scientific achievements

 2013
·  Prof. Dr. Nada Lavrač 

Zois award for outstanding achievements in 
scientific research work

·  Prof. Dr. Tanja Dominko 
awarded ambassador of science of the 
republic of slovenia

 2014 
·  Prof. Dr. Giovanni De Ninno 

Zois Award for outstanding scientific 
achievements

·  Dr. Klemen Lisjak 
Puh award for outstanding achievements in 
the field of developmental activities

·  Prof. Dr. Urška Vrhovšek 
awarded ambassador of science of the 
republic of slovenia

·  Dr. Rok Prebil
 Pregl award for exceptional academic 

achievements

 2015
·  Prof. Dr. Andreja Gomboc 

Zois award for outstanding achievements 
in scientific research and developmental 
activities

·  Prof. Dr. Katja Mihurko Poniž 
Zois award for outstanding achievements 
in scientific research and developmental 
activities

·  Prof. Rajko Grlić 
american Grand Prix award, the award for the 
best film

·  Prof. Rajko Grlić 
vesna award for the best slovenian co-
production

 2016
·  Prof. Dr. Gregor Cevc 

awarded ambassador of science of the 
republic of slovenia

·  Prof. Dr. Franc Marušič 
Zois award for outstanding achievements in 
linguistics

·  Prof. Dr. Božidar Šarler 
Zois Prize for excellent achievements 
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 2017
·  Prof. Dr. Gregor Mali 

Pregl award
·  Dušan Kastelic 

Vesna Award for the best short animated film
·  Doc. mag. Janez Burger 

Eight Vesna Awards in different categories, 
including for the best feature film

·  Prof. Dr. Gregor Mali 
Zois Award for outstanding scientific 
achievements 

·  Prof. Dr. Kozma Ahačič 
apple of inspiration award of the President of 
the republic of slovenia, Borut Pahor

·  Prof. Dr. Kozma Ahačič 
the Zrc saZU Golden sign award

 2018
·  Akad. Prof. Dr. Boštjan Žekš 

Zois Prize for lifetime achievement in 
theoretical physics

·  Prof. Dr. Gvido Bratina 
Pregl award

·  Kolja Saksida 
Vesna Award for the best animated film

·  Prof. Dr. Petra Svoljšak 
awarded Knight’s cross of the Hungarian order 
of Merit

 2019
·  Dušan Kastelic 

Prešeren fund award
·  Doc. Dr. Gabrijela Zaharijaš 

apple of inspiration award of the President of 
the republic of slovenia, Borut Pahor

·  Dr. Tanja Petrushevska 
apple of inspiration award of the President of 
the republic of slovenia, Borut Pahor

·  Igor Prassel 
awarded order of arts and Letters, an order of 
france

·  Prof. Dr. Barbara Pregelj 
awarded international literary award – 
Lirikonov zlát 

·  Martin Turk 
vesna award for special achievements related 
to feature film

·  Milanka Fabjančič 
Vesna Award for the best animated film

·  Neda Rusjan Bric 
Peace Prize for outstanding achievements 
in the field of literary work and excellence of 
one’s personal stance

·  Prof. Dr. Mladen Franko 
Honorary doctor of the azerbaijan state 
agricultural University

awards to the associates of the University of nova Gorica
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a W a r d s  t o  t H e  s t U d e n t s  o f  t H e 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  n o v a  G o r i c a
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 1997
·  Lea Pogačnik 

first prize for the contribution at the 
conference

 5th international young investigators’ seminar 
on analytical chemistry, slovenia

·  Barbara Vokal 
siMsUG accolade prize

 international conference on stable isotope 
and Isotope Effects at Carry-le-

 rouet, france

 2003
·  Miha Založnik 

young researcher prize for best paper in 
metallic materials research

 11th conference on Materials and 
technologies, slovenia

 2007
·  Nika Gregorič and Borut Trbižan 

silver medal in the category “Best european 
team” and silver medal in the special 
category “special award spain”, testing the 
knowledge of spanish enography  
second european Wine championship, spain

 2008
·  Peter Bakaršič and Marko Benčina 

2nd prize in team competition  
third european Wine championship, 
Portugal

·  Marko Benčina 
5th place in the category of Grape growing, 
5th place in the category of Wine making  
third european Wine championship, 
Portugal

·  Peter Bakaršič 
1st prize in the category of Grape growing, 
3rd prize in the category of Wine making, 
1st prize in the category of Wine tasting and 
eUroPea cHaMPion title   
third european Wine championship, 
Portugal

·  Andraž Petrović 
Award for the best scientific contribution of a 
young researcher

 european Materials research society 2008 
spring Meeting, france

·  Mag. Malgorzata Piecha 
award for the best oral presentation at a 
conference

 9th european Meeting on environmental 
chemistry – eMec 9, spain
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 2009
·  Drago Papler 

trimo research award 
·  Andrej Ovca 

Award for the best scientific contribution at a 
conference 
5th young investigators’ seminar on analytical 
chemistry – yisac 2009, austria

 2011
·  Valentin Koblar 

trimo research award 
·  Edina Talić 

sid Bank award for diploma thesis
·  Tina Jerman Klen 

young researcher award
 1st euro-Mediterranean symposium fruit & 

vegetable Processing

 2012
·  Petra Kavčič 

award of the slavic studies society of 
slovenia for diploma thesis

·  Tina Jerman Klen 
World federation of scientists national award 
of the slovenian science foundation

 2013
·  Tina Jerman Klen 

L’oréal-Unesco award for Women in science
·  Matej Boltar 

award of the Maintenance Workers of 
Slovenia for diploma theses in the field of 
maintenance

 2014
·  Jan Krivec 

Third prize for diploma thesis in the field of 
computer science and informatics 

 days of slovenian informatics 2014
·  Mag. Manisha Chhikara 

award for the best workshop poster 
international Workshop on solar energy 
Materials – soLMat 2014, slovenia

·  Tina Kocjan 
Bronze nahtigal award of the dolenjska 
academic initiative association

·  Dr. Mojca Stubelj Ars 
alpine convention award for young 
researchers

awards to the students of the University of nova Gorica
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 2015
·  Dr. Iva Mrak 

Award for best PhD thesis in the field of 
innovative methods and tools for promoting 
adaptable, creative and sustainable places

 Università degli studi di napoli federico ii, 
italy

·  Lea Manfreda 
technological network, the technology of 
Process Management award (tM tvP)

·  Ivana Kacafura 
european energy Manager award for the best 
energy concept

·  Valerija Zabret 
vesna and restart awards for the best 
student film

 festival of slovenian film

 2016
·  Urška Djukić 

Vesna Award for the best short film
 festival of slovenian film
·  Dunja Danial 

award for Best Music documentary
 Grossmann festival
·  Ester Ivakič 

Special Note for student film
 festival of slovenian film
·  Sandra Jovanovska 

First prize for student film
 festival of european film cinedays, north 

Macedonia

 2017
·  Vanesa Klinec 

second prize and a silver medal
 european championship of young wine 

specialists, france
·  Aleksej Jurca 

first prize at the 11th international olympiad 
on astronomy and astrophysics, thailand

·  Aleksej Jurca 
apple of inspiration award of the President of 
the republic of slovenia, Borut Pahor

 2018
·  Aleksej Jurca 

award of the capital city Ljubljana
·  Maruša Mugerli Lavrenčič 

international literary award – Lirikonov zlát 
·  Sandra Jovanovska 

Award for the best experimental film
 Progeny film festival, United states
·  Samo Bihar 

award for student animation project in 
development

 award of the slovenian animated film 
association

·  Katarina Blažič 
special note for student animation project in 
development

 award of the slovenian animated film 
association

·  Irena Gatej 
Award for the best student film

 cinedays festival of european film, north 
Macedonia
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 2019
·  Hanna Budasheva 

first prize for the best poster presentation
 Winter college on applications of optics and 

Photonics in food science, italy
·  Sandra Jovanovska 

awarded the ostrenje Pogleda study 
programme award for her Master’s animated 
project soma at the festival of slovenian film

·  Maruša Mugerli Lavrenčič
 Fanny Haussmann poetry award of the Žalec 

institute for culture, sport and tourism 
·  Anja Resman
 award for student animation project in 

development
 award of the slovenian animated film 

association
·  Sandra Jovanovska
 Award for student animation film
 award of the slovenian animated film 

association

awards to the students of the University of nova Gorica
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M e M B e r s  o f  t H e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
n o v a  G o r i c a  s e n a t e
1 9 9 5 – 2 0 1 9

The Senate of the 
School of Environmental Sciences

1995–1999
Boštjan Žekš
alan appleby
alenka Malej
Ana Gregorič
Andrej Čokl
Burton c. Kross
corrado sarzanini
elan J. Gandsman
franc Bizjak
franc Gubenšek
Ivan Marušič
Janez Štupar
Mauro causa
nikola Kallay
Peter stegnar
samuel d. faust
sidney a. Katz
Stanko Strmčnik
Stojan Plesničar
veljko rus
Werner Hofmann

The Senate of the 
Nova Gorica Polytehnic

1999–2003
Boštjan Žekš
Gabrijel Kernel
Mladen franko
Stanko Strmčnik
Stojan Plesničar
Venčeslav Kaučič
franc Bizjak
Gvido Bratina

2003–2007
Boštjan Žekš
franc Bizjak
Gvido Bratina
Mladen franko
Venčeslav Kaučič
Gabrijel Kernel
andrej Kranjc
oto Luthar
Stojan Plesničar
Stanko Strmčnik
Iztok Arčon
Tanja Urbančič
Robert Hudej / Peter Krkoč / Aleš Boškin / 
andreja Palatinus



36

The Senate of the 
University of Nova Gorica

2007–2011
danilo Zavrtanik, predsednik
Boštjan Žekš
andrej Kranjc
franc Bizjak
Franc Marušič
Gvido Bratina
Iztok Arčon
Maja ravnikar
Mladen franko
oto Luthar
Polonca Trebše / Matjaž Valant
Stanko Strmčnik
Tanja Urbančič
Andreja Palatinus / Jernej Premrl / Špela Brajer

2011–2015
danilo Zavrtanik, predsednik
andrej Kranjc
Boštjan Potokar
Branka Mozetič Vodopivec
Gvido Bratina / Samo Stanič
Iztok Arčon
Katja Mihurko Poniž 
Maja ravnikar
Matjaž Valant / Urška Lavrenčič Štangar 
oto Luthar
Franc Marušič
tadej Bajd
Tanja Urbančič
Špela Brajer / Aleš Bogovič
Žiga Bis / Peter Mišič / Mateja Nikolić 

2015–2019
danilo Zavrtanik, predsednik
andrej Kranjc
Boštjan Potokar
Branka Mozetič Vodopivec
Iztok Arčon
Katja Mihurko Poniž / Aleš Vaupotič 
Maja ravnikar
Samo Stanič
tadej Bajd 
Tanja Urbančič
Urška Lavrenčič Štangar / Matjaž Valant
Aleš Bogovič / Ester Slokar / Klemen Cotič / 
Anika Velišček
Mateja Nikolić / Polona Petejan / Anja Polajnar

2019–2023
danilo Zavrtanik, predsednik
Aleš Vaupotič (do marca 2019)
andrej Kranjc
Boštjan Potokar
Branka Mozetič Vodopivec
Iztok Arčon
Maja ravnikar (do oktobra 2019)
Matjaž Valant
nataša Zabukovec Logar
Samo Stanič
Tanja Urbančič
Anika Velišček
anja Polajnar

Members of the University of nova Gorica senate
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M e M B e r s  o f  t H e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
n o v a  G o r i c a  G o v e r n i n G  B o a r d
1 9 9 5 – 2 0 1 9

The Governing Board of the 
School of Environmental Sciences

1995–1999
Črtomir Špacapan, predsednik
danilo Zavrtanik
Borut Lavrič
Danilo Kovačič
Mladen franko
Štefan Krapše

The Governing Board of the 
Nova Gorica Polytehnic

1999–2003
Črtomir Špacapan, predsednik
danilo Zavrtanik
Borut Lavrič
aleš nemec
Iztok Arčon
Rafael Martinčič
Stojan Ščuka
viljem de Brea

2004–2006
Borut Lavrič, predsednik
ivo Boscarol
Iztok Arčon
Polonca trebše
rado riha
robert Golob
egon Pavlica / aleš Boškin 

The Governing Board of the 
University of Nova Gorica

2006–2011
Borut Lavrič, predsednik
ivo Boscarol 
Urška Lavrenčič Štangar / Melita Sternad 
Lemut 
rado riha 
Robert Žerjal 
Samo Stanič / Sabina Zelinšček 
Kristina Kosič / Jan Ferjančič / Mateja Založnik 
Jana Gregorič 

2011–2015
Boris Peric, predsednik
Borut Lavrič
Gregor cevc
Matjaž Kuntner
Miran Veselič
robert Golob
Robert Žerjal
Urh Černigoj 
Jana Gregorič 
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2015–2019
Boris Peric, predsednik
Borut Lavrič
Boris Kovač
dejan Paravan
Gregor cevc
Jadran Lenarčič
Miran Veselič
verica trstenjak
Ester Slokar / Klemen Cotič / Anika Velišček 

2019–2023
Borut Lavrič, predsednik
Jadran Lenarčič
Maja ravnikar
Miran Veselič
Urška vrhovšek
Zoran Božič
yue Ma

Members of the University of nova Gorica Governing Board
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